
Will photovoltaic panels reflect light on
airplanes 

Source: https://esafet.co.za/Fri-26-Apr-2019-8580.html

Title: Will photovoltaic panels reflect light on airplanes 

Generated on: 2026-04-28 07:41:13

Copyright (C) 2026 ESAFETY SOLAR CONTAINER. All rights reserved.

------------------------------------------------------------

Several options can mitigate the risk of potential glare from sunlight on installations of large solar

photovoltaic (PV) modules at airports.

As more airports invests in this technology for environmental and economic benefits, the FAA wants to make

sure that the reflection from the systems'' glass surfaces do not create a glare ...

Solar panels are designed to absorb light for energy conversion, not reflect it. Specific regulations and

analytical tools exist to ensure these systems operate safely alongside airports and ...

A/Sandia 2013). Some of the concern and misconception is likely due to the confusion between solar PV

systems and concentrated solar powe (CSP) systems. CSP systems typically use an array of mirrors ...

Reflected light is wasted energy after all. However, solar reflections are possible (as solar panels are not 100%

efficient) and if these are experienced by the pilot of an aircraft, or an air traffic ...

Reflecting sunlight can potentially cause glare or glint to flight crew during the approach or take off, resulting

in a loss of situational awareness and loss of control.

Solar reflectivity is crucial in harnessing solar energy: Understanding solar reflectivity and its measurement is

essential for optimizing the efficiency of solar energy ...

Light reflected from solar photovoltaic (PV) panels may cause glare. It is important to consider potential

impacts from glare when siting a solar PV array at or near airfields.
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